Rewarding Family Time

by Stevanne Awerbach, PRODVD: Toy

ver wonder why video games ang

co popular? Things happen really

fast when electronics are involved,

There seems to be a lot of excite-

ment around these games, bul
maybe once in awhile you, your friends and
your family would like to slow down, turn
olf the electronics and loak for a different
activity — spend time that is less frenetic,
still fum, and with plenty of benefits. In fact,
the best benefit is you spend real time to-
gether and actually do something different
= talk and laugh.

Ii you want a special prescription from D,
Tory for time that enriches and rewards, you
have come to the right place. Dr. Toy offers
yvou a timely remedy for special, produc-
tive, and happy times together with your
friends or as a whaole family.

First, turn off the electronics, the video
games and the television! Then, bring oul
a good assortment of board games, (At the
end of this article Dr. Toy offers a great list
of award winners for your consideration.)

Put vour selections out on the dining room
table. Bring out some fun snacks like chips
and salsa or popCarn. Call everyone Lo-
gether.

Let each player pick a favorite game. Mow
select the first game to be played and get
started. Sit down with the game you se-
lected, read the directions, and begin the
play. Before long you will all be having a
great time. Time passes quickly and before
you can empty the bowl of chips and fin-
ish the salsa everyone will be talking and
laughing.

When friends or family plays games togeth-
er everyone has a healthy, productive, and
enjovable time. Evervone benefits! Most
of all, everyone enjoys those special game
times and taking things a little slewer than
going all the time at the speed of light

These play experiences are those times
everyone will remember. The benefits
are great and well worth the time it lakes
and whatever preparation that is involved.
Games that are playved with a group are
usually inexpensive and can be used over
and over again,

Many different and wonderful games are
availahle for you to select-at the toy or
game sione, Or on the Interned.

Have fun!
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Dr. Toy’s Tips for Successful Game Playing

1. Determine skill level. Look at games and find those that will be fun and
2, Find the right game and one that is not too easy or will offer too little
3. Involve different groups of players and encourage interaction between
4, Select games that can be played by two or more people.

5. Understand each player's needs and interests. Select games everyone
will enjoy arved want o [’]H'.f" This will be the best, most prndur_l:w: Wy

Dr. Toy’s Suggested Best

Games

- Alary Games, Bloco

. Briarpatch, Scooby-Doo! Where Are You?
. Bulls-Eye Creative, Treramid Spectrim™

. Cadaca, AN Star Baseball

. Educational Insights, Space Faces

&, Enclless Games, Password

7. Front Porch Classics, Raceway
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8, Fundex Games, Tipof the Tongue
9. Camewright, Leaping Lizards
10, Hubbub, Ruckus
11, Lucy Hammett Games,
American Arf Bingo
12. Morning Star Cames, Pat Detactives
13. Pressman Toy, Rummikub
14. Radica, 200 Challenge
15. University Games, Anti Monopoly Game
16, WizKids, Pirates of the Crimson Coast
17. WonderChess, WonderChess Kit for Kids
18. Zany World Game, Zany World Game
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